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by a consideration of the story of the Siamese play. It begins with
Rama's father holding court, and information regarding the sons of the
king, etc. is given by way of introduction. Then the scene shifts to
Sita's court where Rama wins her after beating all other princely
suitors by his strength and prowess with the bow. The princess is
brought to Rama's palace, and the king calls his ministers and
announces his intention of appointing Rama as heir. The junior
queen enters and asks for the fulfilment of a boon promised to her by
the king when she nursed him back to health. She now asks for
the appointment of her own son, Bharata, as heir. The king tries
to protest, but the queen remains stubborn. Rama comes and begs
his father to keep the promise. So the younger son is appointed.
The king, however, suggests to Rama that he should go into exile,
pointing out the danger to the State and to Rama himself if he
remains in the country. Rama agrees to leave the kingdom for
fourteen years, and begs his father to look after Sita, who, however,
refuses to stay behind. Lakshmana, the younger brother of Rama,
begs leave to accompany his brother. Rama argues with Sita and his
brother to make them stay behind, but it is in vain. So the three
bid farewell to the king, and amidst the wailing of the courtiers, they
leave. It will be noticed that the queen does not ask that Rama
should be exiled, as in the epic. In the next scene, a Malay king,
monarch of a neighbouring kingdom, is holding court, when a
messenger enters and announces the arrival of two princes and a
princess, attended by only two or three retainers. The king gives
orders for them to be invited, and on learning the identity of the
strangers and the reason of their journey, the king offers his throne
to Rama, who, howrever, refuses to accept it. The king then begs
Rama to rest a few days, to \vhich request the latter agrees. In
the next scene, the ministers in Rama's palace are begging Bharata to
take the throne, but he refuses to do so as long as Rama is alive. In the
next scene, a messenger is refused admission to the palace of the Malay
king by an attendant of Rama, who has been appointed to guard the
palace gates. Blinded by conceit, the guard brags to the messenger
and a humorous conversation follows until the guard recognizes the
messenger as an attendant on Bharata, who is announced as waiting
at the city gates. In the next scene, Rama refuses to return to Ids
kingdom until the promised fourteen years have elapsed, and Bharata
sadly returns home with Rama's sandals. Rama bids farewell to the
Malay king, and amidst the homage and wailing of the court, Rama,